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From Thomas Jefferson's memorable "a fire bell in the night," to the
Russian proverb "Do not call a wolf to help you against the dogs,"
and the English saying "Don't sell the skin till you have caught the

bear," the delightful Oxford Treasury of Sayings and Quotations offers
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... best time to plant a tree was twenty years ago . The second best is now
. even if you regret not having already planted a tree , it is still worth doing

so ; modern saying 2 Beware of an oak , it draws the stroke ; avoid an ash ,
it ...
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