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COMMENTARY

There’s No Escaping It. The Strait of
Hormuz Must Be Reopened.

By Ben Cahill
March 05, 2026 10:31 am EST

More than 200 tankers are idling on both sides of the strait, leaving Iraq, Kuwait, and
Qatar unable to transport crude oil and petroleum products. Iraq has reduced oil
production by nearly 1.5 million barrels a day. With Iraqi inventories near capacity,
deeper production cuts could follow.



