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New ‘Variant of Concern’ Fuels Global
Fear of Another Virus Surge
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The world reacted with alarm on Friday to the highly mutated new
coronavirus variant discovered in southern Africa, as the United
States, the European Union and nations across the globe imposed

Reported coronavirus cases have soared in Europe from about
700,000 a week in early September to 2.6 million a week. The surge
began in the less-vaccinated countries of Eastern Europe, but then
spread to highly vaccinated nations to the west that had thought
they would not be vulnerable and were caught off guard.



